The development and application of a surgical database.
Since 1971, the members of a department of surgery in a staff model HMO have maintained a surgical database using a microcomputer. The reasons for this effort are discussed with specific reference to the ethical requirements of such a database. The system design lends itself to any type of practice. Illustrative examples are given of the types of data easily obtained. The role this information plays in the practice of surgery is discussed. This approach is one way to address issues of clinical decision-making, quality control and research.